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SUBJECT: SEMI-ANNUAL EA TALKS WITH FRENCH AND BRITISH 

1. BRITISH EMBASSY MARCH 7 PROPOSED TO EA ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY HABIB THAT SEMI-ANNUAL EA TALKS BETWEEN TWO 
GOVERNMENTS BE CONDUCTED IN MAY, IN LONDON. MINISTER 
SYKES INDICATED FCO WOULD LIKE TO CONCENTRATE ON KOREA, 
INDOCHINA AND CHINA. SYKES ADDED FCO WOULD HOPE TO BE 
ABLE TO INCLUDE TOPIC OF SUB-CONTINENT, IF NEA BUREAU 
REPRESENTATIVE COULD JOIN. 

2. UNLESS EMBASSY PERCEIVES OBJECTION, WE INTEND TO 
PROPOSE TO SYKES THAT LONDON TALKS BE CONDUCTED MAY 19-20. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY HABIB WOULD BE PRINCIPAL EA REPRE- 
SENTATIVE. NEA HAS TENTATIVELY REPEAT TENTATIVELY 
AGREED PARTICIPATE. HABIB 
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WOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY EA SPECIAL ASSISTANT JOHN HELBLE. 

ONE ADDITIONAL MEMBER ON EA SIDE MAY BE ADDED LATER- WE 
TRUST EMBASSY LONDON PERCEIVES NO DIFFICULTY WITH THESE 
DATES, AND HOPE APPROPRIATE EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVE WILL 
BE AVAILABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THESE BILATERALS. 

3. FOR PARIS. HABIB WOULD LIKE TO COMBINE LONDON TRIP 

WITH PARIS VISIT TO ENGAGE IN SIMILAR EA TALKS WITH 
FRENCH. WE HAVE NOT YET DISCUSSED MATTER WITH FRENCH 
EMBASSY HERE, BUT WOULD INTEND TO DO SO, SUBJECT TO 
YOUR CONCURRENCE. WE WOULD PROPOSE TO FRENCH THAT 
TALKS OCCUR 15-16 MAY. REQUEST YOUR ADVICE. INGERSOLL 
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